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Almero sailing outside Clyde Quay Harbour in March 1954 
 
 
The cutter Almero was designed by Athol Burns and built by Roydon Thomas between 1949 and 
1952 at the Thomas family’s Evans Bay Boatshed. She was launched on 18 October 1952. 
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The Early History of Almero 
 
Roydon Thomas designed and built several small keelers in Wellington during the 1950s and early 
1960s. He started designing yachts while he was a teenager. He worked under the boat designer 
Athol Burns at Craft Construction during the late 1940s. Roydon completed his apprenticeship in 
October 1954 in ship building and repairing at the Wellington Patent Slip Company in Evans Bay. The 
Patent Slip was previously operated by the Wellington Harbour Board. From November 1954 to 
August 1955 he worked as a drawing assistant at the Union Steamship Company in Wellington. 
There he learnt draughting skills, which he used in his yacht designs. 
 
Roydon’s first keeler was Almero (25ft 6in), a modified version of an Athol Burns design. She was 
built with his friends Alan and Mervyn Benge who were neighbours in Seatoun. The building of 
Almero started in 1949. Roydon’s father helped out with the finance and building supplies over the 
four years Almero was being built at the Evans Bay boatshed. Almero had kauri planking and 
hardwood ribs. She was launched on 18 October 1952.  The name ‘Almero’ was the first two initials 
of each of the three builders’ names. 
 

1949 Almero Under construction: Evans Bay Boatshed 

 

 

Roydon sold Almero to his father Norman W Thomas in October 1953, Norman Thomas renamed her 
Mary Jean and added a plastic dome over the hatch. Mary Jean was sold to Eric Wright in Whangarei 
in early 1954 and she was moored in Whangarei for many years. 
 
Another yacht named Christina was built to the same Athol Burns design. Christina was built by Bill 
McQueen and his friends in Wellington and was launched in November 1952. 
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October 1952 Roydon with friends at the launching of Almero  
Roydon is second from left at front. Mervyn and Alan Benge are behind Roydon 

 
1952 December Almero in Tennyson Inlet 
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March 1954: Mary Jean (ex Almero) sailing outside Clyde Quay Harbour 
Norman Thomas at helm 
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1956 Christina, built from same design as Almero 

 


